
that time with the 
biggest blessings in 
your life..and ours. 

Sincerely, 
Laura Moore; Principal 
Robert Abney; 
Assistant Principal 

 

Happy November! We were glad 
to see so many of you at our 
annual Harvest Festival. Our PTA 
does an amazing job in 
coordinating and organizing this 
event. We are fortunate to have 
so many staff members that also 
helped in designing fun activities 
that made this a very special 
night for everyone. We know that 
our teachers shared lots of 
positive information during our 
parent teacher conferences as 
well. We are proud of all their 
hard work! 

November brings many activities 
and events to our school as well.  
Thanksgiving Gram sales start 
this week. This is a fun way to 
show your love toward your 
favorite student or staff 
members. Thanksgiving Gram 
sales will go on until November 
20, and be delivered on 
November 23.  You are invited to 
join us for our traditional 
Thanksgiving lunch, which will be 
held this year on November 12.   
We also will hold our second 
annual Turkey Bingo night this 
month.  This fun event will be 
held on Tuesday, November 17th, 
at 6:00. Please join us for our 
quarterly PTA meeting, to be held 
at this time as well. Turkey Bingo 

is free for everyone, 
and there will be lots 
of prizes given 
away….especially 
turkeys! 

Papa John’s Pizza will 
be sponsoring a 
“Colinas Pizza” night 
for us on Tuesday, 
November 24. When 
ordering a pizza that 
night, just mention 
that your child goes to 
Colinas. The school will 
receive 20% of all 
profits from this night.  
This is a good night to 
order a pizza, with all 
the Thanksgiving 
cooking you will have to 
do that week. And 
everyone loves pizza!  
Please look for flyers 
about this event 
coming home the week 
of November 16. Fall 
picture retakes are 
also on November 24 
as well. 

Our Thanksgiving 
break is November 25, 
26, and 27. We hope 
that you have the best 
of holidays, sharing 

H a w k  Ta l k  
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For the complete 
version of the 
Hawk Talk, visit us 
online at: 

http://www.rrps. 
net/newelementa/
colinas/index.htm 

Papa John’s Pizza is 
hosting a “Colinas 
Night” on Tuesday, No-
vember 24.All you have 
to do is mention that 
your child goes to Coli-
nas, and 20% of the 
profit made that eve-
ning will go to Colinas. 
Please look for flyers 
coming home about 
this evening the week 
of November 16. 

 
So have a “cook free” 
night, enjoy a pizza, 
and help our school at 
the same time! 



Colinas Walk/Jog-a-thon  

 We now have several 
coats, sweaters, and long 
sleeve shirts in our 
Clothing Exchange 
located in the Parent 
Room. Families are 
welcome to exchange 
clothes or select clothing 
you might need. Free 
reading materials and the 
lending library are also 
available to parents. The 
lending library has 
learning backpacks to 
check out and use with 
your children. They are 
available in Spanish and 
English. Also thank you 
to Lu Brown and staff 
members who have 
donated gently used 
clothing and shoes to our 
Clothing Exchange. If 
you have any questions, 
please call Mrs. Lougee, 
896-3378 Ext. 153   

Haw k  T a l k  P a g e  2  

Special Thanks! 
To all the parents that helped out at our Walk/Jog-a-

thon event on Friday, September 25, 2009, we 
could’ve done it without your assistance. 

A BIG THANK YOU! 
To all the students and teachers that participated and 
pledged a donation.  We raised $391.00, which will 

be used in our PE program. 
Look out for information on our next event:  Jump 

Rope for Heart coming January 25-29, 2010. 

Family BINGO Night 
When: Tuesday, November 17th 
Where: Colinas Del Norte Cafeteria 
Time: 6:00-7:30 
It is Free to all families and prizes include: 
• 

Turkeys 
• 

Side Dish Items 
• 

Harvest Decorations 
• 

Pies 
• 

And much more!! 

Youth 

Basketball 

Program 

We are looking for students 
from Colinas del Norte 
Elementary to join our Youth 
Basketball Program.  We 
currently have openings for 
our 3rd, 4th and 5th grade 
levels.   

 The cost is $85, we do have 
some scholarships available for 
students who are currently 
receiving free lunches with 
both parents working or going 
to school full time (or a 
combination of the two).  For 
registration information, please 
call Jenniffer Harvey at 891-
7215 and for scholarship 
information, please call Valerie 
Burkett at 896-8723. 

Parent Room 

THANK YOU  
VOLUNTEERS 

Many thanks for all your valu-
able time and hard work at our 
school. We greatly appreciate 
having you come and be such 
an important part of our learn-
ing community. Each month 
we recognize five volunteers 
and they receive a gift card as 
a small token of our apprecia-
tion. 
Grandpa Spencer 
Jo Johnson 
Vicky Valdez 
Rani O’Brien 
Bonnie O’Relli  
 At the end of the year we will 
have a Volunteer Tea Recog-
nition for all our volunteers. 
We are always looking for vol-
unteers at Colinas. If you are 
interested in volunteering, call 
or come by the school office 
for an application. There is 
also more information on our 
school website. 

Adult ESL Classes 
Tuesdays, from 12:00 – 2:00 pm 

In the parent room (P-29) 
Beginning November 3rd 

• Children welcome – child care 
provided  

 
• Clases de Inglés para adultos 

Los martes de 12:00 a 2:00 
Comenzando el 3 de noviembre 

* Los niños están invitados.  Habrá 
guardaría. 

Please help keep 
our children 
healthy in the 
technology labs by 
sending in Clorox 
Wipes, Kleeex, and 
hand sanitizer to 
Room 62. Thanks 
for your help! 



 
 

Dear Colinas Parents & families, 

You are invited to complete the note below if you are interested in volunteering as an ArtReach 
presenter in the grade-level classrooms. 

The ArtReach program is a parent volunteer program, in which the parent volunteer provides an 
introduction or extension discussion session about a grade-level teacher-approved concept, 
objective, or theme using one or more of the art reproductions. The discussions will be held in the 
grade-level classrooms.  Most of the reproductions have general information about them listed in 
a guide or on the back of the reproduction itself. 

If a parent is interested in volunteering their time for the ArtReach program, first they need to 
complete the ArtReach volunteer form below & return it to Mrs. Shafer.  Next, you need to 
complete the volunteer form, found at the school office.   

Just before Thanksgiving break, Mrs. Shafer will give the participating teachers and ArtReach 
volunteers the compiled volunteer list and monthly schedule. Then the volunteers will contact the 
participating classroom teacher and find-out what subject area the teacher would like the 
volunteer to focus on, using the ArtReach reproductions. Finally, the classroom teacher and 
volunteer will work together to schedule a date and time for the ArtReach discussion. 

Mrs. Shafer will also provide the parents and teachers with a compiled list of reproductions, a list 
of suggested discussion questions and ArtReach discussion topics in the areas of math, science, 
history, social studies, language arts, career studies, and other areas. 

ArtReach provides parents and teachers an opportunity to work together, as a learning community 
to effectively impart lessons in creative thinking, observation, creative writing and much more. 

If you have any suggestions, questions, or concerns, please feel free to contact me at 
any time. 

Sincerely with thanks, Mrs. Janine Shafer   Ext. 226 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please return the completed ArtReach Volunteer form to Mrs. Shafer, if you would like to 
be a presenter in the grade-level classroom. 

Yes, I would like to volunteer as an ArtReach presenter in the following grade-level 
classrooms_______________________________________________________________... 

The months I can volunteer are_______________________________________________. 

My name is _________________________ My phone number is_____________________ 

My child or children’s names are and the their grade-level classroom teacher’s name is: 
_____________________________________________________________________________. 

I have the following questions or suggestions: _____________________________________. 
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Secondary Parents: Electronic Gradebook Access is Back! 
 

Parents of Rio Rancho Public Schools secondary students wishing to monitor their child’s progress in school 

online have a powerful new tool to help them keep in touch.   

 

The district’s new electronic gradebook system, called PowerSchool, ties into the district’s new student data 

information system and replaces the old ParentConnect system.  PowerSchool access allows parents to 

directly view their students’ assignments, test grades, and attendance information via the Web.  Parents can 

use PowerSchool as a guide to their child’s academic progress so they can help their child succeed in school.  

 

Parents wishing to sign up must present a photo ID at their child’s school in order to receive a user ID and 

password.  This helps to ensure that student records remain private and secure.  Parents with a child in more 

than one secondary school can receive usernames and passwords for all of their children at any one of their 

child’s schools.  Elementary schools and the Cyber Academy use separate systems and their data cannot be 

accessed through the PowerSchool parent portal.   

 

To learn more about the new PowerSchool electronic gradebook for parents, visit the Rio Rancho Public 

Schools Web site, www.rrps.net, and click on the PowerSchool icon on the left-hand side of the page (below 

the menu).   

 

 
--30-- 



A new section has been added to Coursewhere, the online catalog for professional and staff 
development: 
PARTNERING WITH PARENTS 
In this section we will offer workshops for parents on a district-wide level. Our first posting is up 
and ready for you to announce to your staff, parents and community at large.  The section is 
posted right on the home page of Coursewhere. People can access this home page from the 
www.rrps.net site by mousing over Professional Development on the rrps.net website.  

 
Our first workshop is: 
English as a Foreign 
Language and is being 
taught by Greg Griffith, 
a community volunteer. 
The details about his 
classes can be seen by 
clicking on the title of 
the workshop. 
Encourage people to 
set up an account and 
register so that Greg 
knows how many 
people to expect and 

how many handouts to prepare. The workshop will take place at the C&I Center on 40th in the old 
Mid-High building. People should enter the building on the south side using the side entrance. 
The C&I Center is downstairs.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barbara Pagoulatos 
Director of Professional and Staff Development 
Rio Rancho Public Schools 
1600 40th Street 
Rio Rancho, NM 87144 
505-994-2811 x521 
bpagoulatos@rrps.net 
 




