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HOMEWORK

Thank you for supporting your child in completinglmtly homework. The class is
rewarded each day when we have 100% homework ctiompl®lease ask your child
what the reward is.

Individual students are also rewarded for earnifyg’ dor their homework for each
section on the front of the homework log. | wiltaath a “Homework Pass” to your
child’s homework log at the end of the third wekkaur child has earned pluses for all
three weeks. This pass may be used for an engh#’siworth of homework. When your
child wants to redeem it, just attach it to theal$itomework sheets.

By all means, if you have a scheduling conflict ethmakes getting homework done
impossible, please let me know via E-mail, voicel me&ssage or quick note—I
understand! The work will still need to be comptet€he class reward and individual
award won't be affected.

Curriculum Corner

Literacy
Here are the titles of the stories we will be regdor the next five weeks:

August 24-28: Papa Tells Chita a Story
August 31-September 4: Coyote Places the Stars



September 8-12: Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People's Ear
September 15-19: Lon Po Po
September 22-26: The Crowded House

In reading, we have been reviewing the strategieddcoding long words. Please read
with your child every night and help him/her decfpdenounce unfamiliar words, and
ask your child to tell you about what he/she read.

In the middle of the quarter, | will assess thalents on their oral reading fluency (the
number of words they read per minute). If youraldl still reading fewer than 64 words
per minute at a third grade level, | will begin dery home a weekly homework sheet
that has a full page reading section on the frodtguestions on the back. Your child
should read this out loud to you every night ansigr the questions Thursday night.
This extra support is intended to help your chidddime a more fluent reader. To
determine progress yourself, you can use a timse¢af the words per minute that your
child is reading is increasing.

We read the weekly selection (see titles aboveettimes throughout the week as a
whole class, in partners, and individually. Ask yohild about the “Say Something”
partner reading activity. Try it at home—it is dgdlin and encourages your child to
express his/her thinking as he/she reads.

First, we are focusing on writing "Five Finger Suarms." These are short summaries
that identify the main character, problem, compiaas, climax, and resolution. We are
also focusing on making connections as we read.

Reading focus skills are practiced and evaluatezliih quizzes, the reading workbook
and/or creative projects. For the comprehensidn gasdents will first learn how to
answer literal comprehension questions in a meltghloice format. Eventually, students
will be answering 18 multiple choice questions tt@ater vocabulary, literal
comprehension, interpretive comprehension, anduatige comprehension. There are
two essay questions on these tests as well.

Our school is guiding the students in answeringehessay questions with the “RACED”
format. We will begin practicing this structure foritten responses in class, soon. Ask
your child what each letter of the RACED formatnsts for. Here is what your child
should tell you:

R = Restate the question

A = Answer the question

C = Cite the evidence

E = Expand your answer

D = Demonstrate good conventions (capitalizatiamgbuation, spelling)

Your child will be reading a short book in a grouppth me as well each week. These
books contain the same vocabulary as the weekdingaelection and are written to



help children build connections to the weekly regdselection. During this time, we will
practice the focus skills, fluency, reading witlpeession, and will discuss topics related
to the story that come up as we interact with aretzer.

Writing

It seems as though in third grade, we write all, @aery day! | have identified writing
goals for my students based on my own experiendetenmany trainings | have
attended, in conjunction with the “6 Traits of Vilng” (voice, word choice, organization,
ideas and content, sentence fluency, and convestion

Currently, the students are working on these gaals:yourself as a writer; write with an
audience in mind; include a creative title; inclut#gails that entertain the reader; use
suggestions to revise your writing; and use prapeventions. We will first explore
writing descriptive paragraphs to prepare for anst fvriting project, a story. Mini
lessons will be given to help students incorpogditstory elements and utilize the six
traits of writing. The students will help each athevise their stories and edit for
conventions and | will provide feedback as welhdticopies will be written and used for
assessment purposes.

Spelling

Thank you for helping your child identify and prigetthe third grade "Core Words." |
administered the first of three "Achievement Tessit will track your child's progress in
spelling these high frequency words in contextulgrmut the year. The results will be
sent home along with a letter explaining the Sigelling program the week of August
31.

Unit 1: This unit's focus is on the spelling pattefor the long i sound, spelling patterns
for the "ow" sound (spelled /ou/ and /ow/), and dgwith multiple meanings. We will
also discuss how short vowel sounds are usualljespeith one vowel while long vowel
sounds are usually spelled with two vowels.

If your child needs challenge words, | will add weifrom our curriculum to his/her
“Words to Learn” list. Spelling dictation sentene@dl also become a part of the unit
reviews for students who need enrichment.

Math: Unit 1; Routines, Review, and Assessment

Our current math unit is “Routines, Review, andeésssnent.” All that really means is we
are reviewing what was learned in second grade twémumber grid, the name
collection boxes, collecting and recording dathinig time, recognizing number patterns,
and solving problems with dollars and cents.

For addition facts, we practice through the Eveplliath games, through our work in
the journal pages, and with fact triangles. Pleagealarly practice the addition facts up to



18 with your child. Our goal is to transition fra@ounting on our fingers to trusting our
brains to provide instant recall of the additioot$aby recalling each fact in less than
three seconds. Subtraction facts will be the fowg quarter, with multiplication and
division to follow in the third and fourth quartersspectively.

| have administered a pretest for addition factss Bssessment will be sent home soon.
A post test will be given at the end of the quaated will be used for a grade on your
child's report card.

This quarter, we are learning the addition algongh The partial sums algorithm is the
algorithm your child will be expected to demonsrptoficiently. | will also teach the
"Opposite Change" method and the traditional metiadtht we grew up learning) so the
children have multiple methods for solving multgdiiaddition problems. | have given
the pretest for this algorithm and will administéepost test at the end of the quarter.

When we begin Unit 2, “Adding and Subtracting WhiNlembers,” | will begin guiding
the students in using a “T-Chart” to solve wordlppeons and provide a written
explanation. The new edition of Everyday Math hddeal an “Open Response” item to
each unit test. The children must show how theyvansd the problem by drawing
pictures, writing number models, and explainingviiting how they solved the
problem. These problems are multi-step problemishtiiae multiple solutions. We will
complete a practice open response item in clag®reandependently, in partners, in
cooperative groups, or as a whole class. | wilvjate feedback to students on this
practice item to help them be successful when cetimgj a similar problem for the test.

Since using reference skills is an emphasis il thiade, | am encouraging students to
use their Student Reference Books (SRB's) firstnvthey need assistance. Encourage
your child to do the same by noting the "SRB" iconthe Home Links. When children
learn to look up information themselves, they temdemember it better than if they are
simply told the information. Becoming independegarhers is a goal for all third graders.

Science: Structure and Function

Our current science unit is called “Structure anddtion.” We learn primarily about
animal adaptations in this unit. Although we hawiersce textbooks now, they will be
used as a supplementary resource. Our sciencprkitgle hands-on learning
experiences for the children which is very impottartheir learning. At the culmination
of the unit, the student workbook will be clippeda your child’s portfolio so you can
see what your child learned in science.

Technology Project: Portfolio Covers

So far, w e have learned to log on and off the aaep to navigate to find our class
folder and individual folders, open a Word documargert Word Art for a title, and save
the document into our individual folders. Next,dsats will add clip art, shapes, and
their photo, along with a decorative border, taateea cover for their portfolios that they



will color with markers/colored pencils/crayonsn@ printing in color is too
expensive!).

The students will access pre-approved websitesharee their learning in all subject
areas. Later, they will learn how to create onggesin Power Point that will be compiled
as a class presentation to represent the "ABCAgradrica.”



